
ACTIVITY  ACTIVITY  
PACKPACK

Grab your pens and pencils and  
identify different kinds of crystals,  

discover fascinating fungi facts  
and get to design your own  

Viking warship!  



CRYSTALS
Can you tell your sandstone from your soapstone?  
See how many of these rocks, gems and crystals you can 
identify below. 

ANSWERS: 1. Amber, 2. Rose Quartz, 3. Fluorite, 4. Opal, 5. Diamond, 6. Sulfur, 7. Vanadinite, 8. Emerald, 9. Amethyst.



FUNGI
Fungi or False: 
Read through these fascinating fungi facts, but be careful, 
there’s mush-room for error as some of these are false! Can 
you figure out which ones? Add a tick or a cross in each box.

Match the Mushroom: Match the text to the correct image.

FUNGI OR FALSE?
1. Fungi and trees form an underground network called the wood wide web.

2. Fungi is older than bacteria.

3. Fungi are more closely related to humans than they are plants.

4. Some fungi produce over 1 billion spores a day.

5. Fungi can glow in the dark.

6. Some fungi can turn ants into “zombies”.

ANSWERS: FUNGI OR FALSE 1. True, 2. False - Whilst fungus might not be the oldest living thing on Earth, it is  the largest living thing on Earth, 3. True, 4. False – Fungi actually 
produce over 30 billion spores a day, 5. True, 6. True.  
MATCH THE MUSHROOM 1. Turkey Tail, 2. Common Puffball, 3. Devil’s Fingers, 4. Fly Agaric, 5. Yellow Stagshorn.

MATCH THE MUSHROOM

Common PuffballYellow Stagshorn Turkey TailFly Agaric Devil’s Fingers

4. The classic fairy 
tale toadstool: 
whilst this is 

probably one of 
the most common 

toadstools, it’s 
also very toxic.

2. This common 
ball-shaped 
fungus that’s 

covered in short, 
bobbly warts 

puffs out clouds 
of spores when 

it’s mature.

5. Also known as a 
“jelly antler” 

fungus, this fiery 
coloured, slimy 

mushroom grows 
on decaying 
conifer trees.

1. A striking 
bracket fungus 
that grows in 

tiered layers on 
dead wood and 
rotting stumps, 

and closely 
resembles a 
turkey’s tail!

3. This stinkhorn 
fungus oozes a 

slime that smells 
like rotting flesh 
to attract flies to 

carry off its 
spores.



VIKINGS
Vikings were skilled ship builders. Their most famous ships 
were their longboats. These fast, slender ships could be 
rowed or sailed. Their flat hull shape meant that they could 
get very close to shore, and navigate shallow rivers.

Use the space below to design your own Viking warship.

Steering oar Oars were used when 
there was no wind.

The sail was 
lowered when 

the wind  
died down.

The dragon head could be 
taken off when out at sea.

Overlapping boards 
created a strong 

but light hull.

Cross-section 
showing the flat 
hull shape
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Viking comb carved 
from an antler

HOME ON HOME ON THE FARM
The Vikings lived along coastal areas 

of what is today Norway, Denmark, 
and Sweden. Many were farmers and 

craftspeople, and lived in large 
houses with space inside for both 

families and animals.families and animals.

VIKINGS WERE VIKINGS WERE WELL
GROOMED – EACH HAD  – EACH HAD 

THEIR OWN THEIR OWN COMB!

HOARDED
TREASURE
Vikings buried raided goods to keep 
them safe – and sometimes never 

FIERCE RAIDERSRAIDERS
Vikings started raiding the coasts of western Europe in Vikings started raiding the coasts of western Europe in 
the 8th century. In 865 the 8th century. In 865 ce, a large army of Viking warriors 
arrived on the shores of eastern England, launching a full arrived on the shores of eastern England, launching a full 
invasion, as shown in this medieval manuscript. Many invasion, as shown in this medieval manuscript. Many 
Vikings settled here and in other areas they had raided.Vikings settled here and in other areas they had raided.

Dragon heads made 
for a fearsome sight.
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VIKING
WORLD
The Vikings set out 
from their homelands in 
Scandinavia, sailing east, 
west, and south. While 
some raided and killed 
to gain land and riches, 
others sailed far to explore 
new territories. Many were 
traders, establishing trade 
routes along rivers and 
seas in eastern Europe.  

TOP TOP TRANSPORTTRANSPORT
Vikings were skilled ship builders. Vikings were skilled ship builders. 
They had different types of ships, They had different types of ships, 
but the most famous are their but the most famous are their 
longboats. These fast, slender longboats. These fast, slender longboats. These fast, slender 
ships could be rowed or sailed. ships could be rowed or sailed. ships could be rowed or sailed. 
Their flat hull shape meant that Their flat hull shape meant that Their flat hull shape meant that Their flat hull shape meant that 
they could get very close to shore, they could get very close to shore, they could get very close to shore, they could get very close to shore, they could get very close to shore, 
and navigate shallow rivers.and navigate shallow rivers.and navigate shallow rivers.and navigate shallow rivers.and navigate shallow rivers.

The sail was 
lowered when 

the wind 
died down. 

Steering oar Oars were used when 
there was no wind.

Overlapping boards 
created a strong 

but light hull.

Cross-section 
showing the 
flat hull shape

The dragon head could be 
taken off when out at sea.

BLUETOOTHBLUETOOTH IS NAMED AFTER A VIKING
HARALD BLUETOOTH. ITS SYMBOL

FOR HIS INITIALS! TRUSTY WEAPONS
Some Vikings owned valuable swords 
but axes and spears were more common, 
as less steel was needed to make them. 
Whatever the weapon, it was a treasured 
possession; some even had names 
carved in runes into 
their handles.

Voyaging
Vikings
Between the 8th and 11th centuries, Vikings set sail 
from Scandinavia. Their journeys led to land grabs, 
but also to trade and cultural exchange.

Viking homelands
Sailing routes
Raided areas
Viking settlementsViking settlementsViking settlementsViking settlementsViking settlementsViking settlements

KEY

Atlantic Ocean

Mediterranean 

Mediterranean 

Mediterranean 

Mediterranean 

Mediterranean 

Mediterranean 

Mediterranean 

Mediterranean 

Mediterranean 

Mediterranean 

Black 
Sea

Caspian 
Sea

Baltic 
Sea

NORSE
GODS
The Vikings had 
many gods, each 
with their own skills 
and personality. The 
gods lived in Asgard, 
at the top of the 
enormous tree 
Yggdrasil, above 
humans and giants.

Odin
The chief god, 

Odin is wise and 
mighty. He rides an 
eight-legged horse.

Freyja
Goddess of love 

and fertility, Freyja 
has power over 
life and death. 

Thor
A warrior and thunder 

god, Thor fights
giants and serpents 

with his hammer.

Runes carved into 
wooden handlewooden handle
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HOARDED
TREASURE
Vikings buried raided goods to keep 
them safe – and sometimes never 
came back to dig them up. This gold 
pendant is part of a hoard found on 
an island in the Baltic Sea, together 
with other gold items that weighed 
a total of 600 g (21 oz).

A warrior climbs A warrior climbs 
ashore on a ashore on a 
gangplank, gangplank, 
spear in spear in 
hand.hand.

BLUETOOTHBLUETOOTH IS NAMED AFTER A VIKING
KING, KING, HARALD BLUETOOTH.
SHOWS THESHOWS THE RUNES FOR HIS INITIALS!

Between the 8th and 11th centuries, Vikings set sail Between the 8th and 11th centuries, Vikings set sail 
from Scandinavia. Their journeys led to land grabs, from Scandinavia. Their journeys led to land grabs, from Scandinavia. Their journeys led to land grabs, 
but also to trade and cultural exchange.but also to trade and cultural exchange.

came back to dig them up. This gold 
pendant is part of a hoard found on 
an island in the Baltic Sea, together 

Between the 8th and 11th centuries, Vikings set sail 
from Scandinavia. Their journeys led to land grabs, from Scandinavia. Their journeys led to land grabs, from Scandinavia. Their journeys led to land grabs, 
but also to trade and cultural exchange.but also to trade and cultural exchange.
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SHOWS THESHOWS THE

Vikings buried raided goods to keep 
them safe – and sometimes never 
came back to dig them up. This gold 

Vikings buried raided goods to keep 
them safe – and sometimes never 
came back to dig them up. This gold 
pendant is part of a hoard found on 
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an island in the Baltic Sea, together 
with other gold items that weighed 
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ashore on a 
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came back to dig them up. This gold 
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pendant is part of a hoard found on 
an island in the Baltic Sea, together 
with other gold items that weighed 
a total of 600 g (21 oz).

ashore on a 
gangplank, 

but also to trade and cultural exchange.

came back to dig them up. This gold 
pendant is part of a hoard found on 
an island in the Baltic Sea, together 
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DID YOU KNOW
?

 It can snow in the 
desert! In winter, 

snow sometimes falls 
in cold deserts, such 

as the Great Basin in 
the US and the Gobi in Asia.

WEATHER &  
CLIMATE CHANGE
Can you find all the weather related words in this fun word 
search puzzle?

Atmosphere
Meteorology
Cumulonimbus
Aurora
Frost
Smog
Tornado

ANSWERS: 

Barometer
Lightning
Snow



OVER  
33 MILION 

COPIES  
SOLD

W HAT W I L L YO U 
EYEWITNESS NEXT ?

Travel through the solar system, learn the incredible 
systems that keep your body functioning, become 
immersed in the world of feathered creatures, or 
take a trip aboard the most famous ship in history. 

We’ve got an Eyewitness book on every topic you 
can think of to help encourage the kids in your life to 
learn more about the world around them.

Become an eyewitness 
to the world’s most 
incredible events, all 
in one extraordinary 
encyclopedia guide. 


